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HAVE YOUR SAY 
how to get involved in the consultation process

The Food Strategy and Action Plan are currently out to 
community wide consultation. The closing date for this 
process is: 

 Friday September 30th 2005.

We are keen to receive comments, and any additional 
actions that may not currently be included in the Action Plan, 
from organisations, residents and in particular anyone who 
may be working directly on food issues across the City.  
We would like to ensure that your work is adequately 
refl ected and supported by the Action Plan.  Similarly we are 
asking for those who support the aims and objectives of the 
Strategy to give their endorsement to the work.

This is a summary of the Food Strategy and Action Plan. 
The full document and a pro-forma for responding to the 
consultation are available from:

Food Matters, Community Base, 113 Queens Road,
Brighton BN1 3XG  

tel: 01273 234 833   
email: strategyconsultation@foodmatters.org

and at the following websites:
www.bhfood.org.uk
www.brighton-hove.gov.uk
www.brightonandhovecitypct.nhs.uk/
healthylives/healthyeating/

Further copies of this summary document for display or to 
pass on to colleagues and friends are also available from the 
above address.

The Strategy is supported by the following organisations:



WHAT IS WRONG WITH OUR FOOD?

The production and consumption of food, its 
relationship to our health, and its impact on the 
environment in which we live, is coming increasingly 
under the spotlight. A series of food and agriculture 
crises and rising levels obesity have woken us up 
to the enormous impact of food on health, the 
environment, and the economic prosperity of both 
rural and urban communities.  

How our food is produced and distributed has 
a fundamental effect on our environment. Modern 
intensive agriculture and its dependence on 
chemical inputs results in increased environmental 
hazards such as pollution, soil erosion, and 
deforestation, which in turn have their effect on 
health and well being. Food products have often 
travelled thousand of miles, criss-crossing continents, 
before arriving on our plates. The resultant ‘food 
miles’ and associated carbon emissions are a major 
contributor to climate change.

WHY A FOOD STRATEGY FOR 
BRIGHTON & HOVE?

Looking at the food system of the City offers 
opportunities for tackling health inequalities, creating 
employment, increasing economic prosperity and 
improving the environment around us. A Food Strategy 
brings these opportunities together in one place, 
recognising their interconnectedness. ‘Spade to 
Spoon: making the connections’ is aimed at everyone 
in the City, especially those whose work in some way 
involves food. In the spirit of other strategies and plans 
within the City, it has been developed in the belief 
that by working in partnership across the community 
we can better address the problems we face.

By looking at the food system from ‘spade to 
spoon’, all the various elements are brought 
together, including how and where our food is 
grown, how it is delivered to our schools, hospitals 
and work canteens, where we shop, and where the 
waste generated by the food system ends up. The 
strategy highlights the fantastic work already being 
undertaken, such as improvements in school meals, 
increasing opportunities for growing food, building 
capacity and skills in the catering sector, recycling 
waste, provision of cooking skills and healthy 
eating advice.  By Bringing all this together in one 
document makes it possible to see where further 
actions can support and enhance the current work 
and take it one step further.  

THE BRIGHTON & HOVE FOOD 
PARTNERSHIP

The Brighton and Hove Food Partnership has been 
established to create an active network of 
interested organisations, businesses and residents. 
Its mission is ‘to work across the community to 
strengthen the growth and development of a 
localised food system which promotes social equity, 
economic prosperity, environmental sustainability, 
global fairtrade and the health and well-being of 
all residents’. 

Together with the Primary Care Trust and the 
Sustainability Commission at the City Council, the 
Food Partnership will oversee the development of 
the work outlined in ‘Spade to Spoon’. The first step 
in this process is to consult with the community 
on the aims and actions of the strategy, and fill 
in any gaps.




