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Comparison between Lifetime Homes & Wheelchair Accessible Housing. 
�

 
    Subject 

 
  Lifetime Homes – 
  Provisions required in 
  all new dwellings 

 
 Additional measures 
required 
 in Wheelchair Accessible 
 Housing 
  

 
 Affordable 
Housing 
 requirements 

 
 Car 
 parking 

 
(1)  Where there is car parking 
adjacent to the home, the space 
should be capable of enlargement 
to attain 3300mm width. 
 
N.B.  The Standard does not say 
that parking must be provided. 
 

 
3.6m wide x 5.4m long  
 
 
 
 
N.B. Parking space must be 
provided. 

 
 4m wide x 6.6m 
long 

  
No specification for weather 
protection 

 
Car parking space should be 
fully covered.  Min headroom 
2.2m. (2.6m in enclosed car 
parks – BS8300) 
 

 

  
(2) The distance from the car 
parking space to the home 
should be kept to a minimum and 
should be level or gently sloping. 
 
1:12, max length 5m;  
1:15, max length 10m 
1:20, length over 10m 
 

 
Car parking must be 
adjacent to the house (as 
near to the building entrance 
as possible in flats) with a 
path connecting the space, 
the public highway and the 
entrance doors.  Path 
gradients should not 
exceed:- 
1:12, max length 2m; 
1:15, max length 5m.  
Crossfalls not to exceed 
1:50. 
 

 
Intermediate 
platforms and level 
run-off required at 
bottom of ramp 
minimum 1500mm   
Min. 100mm 
upstand on exposed 
edges 
Slip resistant 
surface 
 

 
  Approach 

 
(3) The approach to all entrances 
should be level or gently sloping 
(See standard 2 above for the 
definition of gently sloping.)  If 
gradient between boundary and 
the entrance exceeds values 
given above, the gradient 
between car parking and the 
entrance should still comply. 
 
 
 
 

 
Level or gently sloping 
approach to be provided to 
all entrance doors, and to all 
external facilities such as car 
parking, clothes drying, 
storage and gardening. 
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    Subject 

 
  Lifetime Homes – 
  Provisions required in 
  all new dwellings 

 
 Additional measures 
required 
 in Wheelchair Accessible 
 Housing 
  

 
 Affordable 
Housing 
 requirements 

  
Paths to be at least 900mm wide 
 

 
Path to be at least 1200mm 
wide. 

 

  
No specification for gates 
 

 
Gates to be at least 850mm 
wide.  
  

 
1m 

 
  Entering 
  the  
  building 

 
(4) All entrances should have:  
good illumination day & night 
level access over the threshold 
(15mm max upstand) 
protection from the weather. 

 
1.5m wide x 1.2m projecting 
canopy required 
Landing required – at least 
1.5m x1.5m but 1.2m min 
clear of outward door swing. 

 
1.7m x 1.7m 
 
1.7m x 1.7m 
extending 600mm 
from leading edge of 
door  

 
  Inside the 
  entrance 

 
300mm clear space required 
beside the leading edge of door. 
 

 
Clear space should extend 
1.8m min back from face of 
door. 
 

 

  
Clear opening of the entrance 
door should be 800mm. 
 

 
 

 
900mm clear width 
 

 
 

 
Adequate circulation space 
required. 

 
Turning space 1.8m x 1.5m 
clear of fittings and 
obstructions required inside 
entrance door.  

 
1.7m x 1.7m 

 
  Vertical 
  circulation 
  in 
  communal 
  areas 

 
(5) Communal stairs should 
provide easy access 

Minimum dimensions 
Uniform rise 170mm max 
Uniform going 250mm min 
Handrails 900mm above nosings,  
extending 300mm beyond top 
and bottom step  

 

 

 

 

 
A handrail should be 
provided to both sides of the 
stairs. 
 
All other requirements for 
stairs are the same as LHS 
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    Subject 

 
  Lifetime Homes – 
  Provisions required in 
  all new dwellings 

 
 Additional measures 
required 
 in Wheelchair Accessible 
 Housing 
  

 
 Affordable 
Housing 
 requirements 

Where homes are reached by a 
lift, it should be fully wheelchair 
accessible  

Minimum dimensions 
1500x1500mm clear landings at 
entrances to lift.  
Min. internal dimensions – 
1100mm x 1400mm (N.B. longer 
measurement must be from 
inside face of door to the back 
wall of the lift) 
Lift controls between 900 and 
1200mm from the floor and 
400mm from the lift’s internal 
front wall 

 
Lift access must be provided 
to all wheelchair accessible 
units above or below 
entrance level.  
 
Access to a second lift 
should be provided for use in 
times of breakdown or 
maintenance. 

 
 Doors and 
 corridors 

 
(6) The width of the doorways 
and hallways should conform to 
the following specifications. 
Door clear 
opening (mm) 

Corridor width 
(mm) 

 
750 or wider 900 (approach 

is head- on) 
750 1200 (approach 

is not head-on) 
775 1050 (approach 

is not head-on) 
900 900 (approach 

is not head-on)  

 

 

 

 

 

Minimum clear door width 
should be 775mm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doors - 850mm 
clear opening 

Corridors - 1000mm 
min. 1200mm 
preferred. 

  
There should be 300mm clear 
space at the side of the leading 
edge of doors on the pull side on 
the entrance level of each unit. 
 

 
There should be 300mm 
clear space at the leading 
edge of all doors on the pull 
side of the door and 200mm 
clear space on the push 
side, anywhere in the unit. 
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    Subject 

 
  Lifetime Homes – 
  Provisions required in 
  all new dwellings 

 
 Additional measures 
required 
 in Wheelchair Accessible 
 Housing 
  

 
 Affordable 
Housing 
 requirements 

 
 Storage of  
 wheelchair/ 
 scooter 

 
No requirement under LHS 

 
Space 1.1m wide x 1.7m 
long and clear of circulation 
space required for transfer, 
storage and charging of 
electric outdoor 
wheelchair/scooter.  Note 
that access to this space 
must be on the 1.7m side. 
 

 

 
 Using 
 spaces in 
 the home 

 
7 There should be space for 
turning a wheelchair in dining 
areas and living rooms and 
adequate circulation space for 
wheelchair users elsewhere. A 
turning circle 1.5m dia. or a 
1.7mx1.4m ellipse required.  
Space should be provided to pass 
clear of reasonably anticipated 
furniture. 
 

 
A space of 1.8m x 1.5m 
clear of obstructions is 
required in kitchens. 
 
 

 
1.7m x 1.7m in 
kitchens and living 
rooms 

 
 Siting of 
 living 
 room 

 
8 The living room should be at 
entrance level.  A family room 
could be suitable but not a room 
also used as a kitchen. 
 

 
No additional requirement 
 

 

 
 Bed space 

 
9 In houses of two or more 
storeys, there should be space on 
the entrance level that could be 
used as a convenient bed- space 
 
 

  

 
 Secondary 
 WC 

 
10 There should be: 
a) a wheelchair accessible 
entrance level WC, with 
b) drainage provision enabling a 
shower to be fitted in the future.  
Drainage provision for a future 
shower should be provided.   
N.B. In 1 or 2 bedroom houses 
the Part M standard WC may be 
accepted 
 

 

2m x 1.7m min secondary 
WC with WHB.  Space & 
drainage for a level entry 
shower in this WC should be 
provided in dwellings for 4 or 
more people. 

 

 
 
 2.5 x 1.8m  
 
 
1.7 x 1.7m min 
turning space.  
Outward opening, 
850mm clear door 
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    Subject 

 
  Lifetime Homes – 
  Provisions required in 
  all new dwellings 

 
 Additional measures 
required 
 in Wheelchair Accessible 
 Housing 
  

 
 Affordable 
Housing 
 requirements 

 
 Wall  
 reinforce-  
 ment 

 
11 Walls in bathrooms and toilets 
should be capable of taking 
adaptations such as handrails 
 

 
 

 

 
 Vertical 
 travel 
 within the 
 unit 

 
12 The design should 
incorporate: 
a) provision for a future stair lift 
Minimum of 900mm clear 
distance between the stair wall 
and the  opposite handrail/ 
balustrade. Unobstructed 
‘landings’ are needed at top and 
bottom of stairs 
 
b) a suitably identified space for a 
through-the-floor lift from the 
ground to the first floor, for 
example to a bedroom next to a 
bathroom 

 
Dwellings of 2 or more floors 
should have a vertical lift to 
BS 6440 connecting the 
floors and with adequate 
turning space at each 
landing level and a full range 
of safety features. 

 

 
 Mechanical 
 hoist    
 bedroom 
 to 
 bathroom 

 
13 The design should provide for 
a reasonable route for a potential 
hoist from a main bedroom to the 
bathroom. Most timber trusses 
today are capable of taking a 
hoist and tracking but care should 
be taken when specifying 
concrete floors, particularly 
precast units. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A knock-out panel should be 
provided between the 
bedroom and the bathroom 
to allow for a hoist track. 
 

 
1200mm clear 
double door set, 
900mm leaf + 
300mm leaf, 
between bathroom 
& bedroom 

 
 Main 
 bathroom 

 
14 The bathroom should be 
designed to incorporate ease of 
access to the bath, WC and wash 
basin. Although there is not a 
Lifetime Homes requirement for a 
specific turning circle in 
bathrooms, sufficient space 
should be provided so that a 
wheelchair user could use the 
bathroom, including.closing the 

 
1.5m x 1.5m turning space 
required clear of all 
obstructions.   
1.1m between inward 
opening door swing & WC. 
Space for a 1700mm x 
700mm bath or a 1m x 1m 
level entry shower. (shower 
preferred) 
Taps at least 300mm clear of 

 
1.7m x 1.7m 
 
 
 
1.2m x 1.2m shower 
required 
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    Subject 

 
  Lifetime Homes – 
  Provisions required in 
  all new dwellings 

 
 Additional measures 
required 
 in Wheelchair Accessible 
 Housing 
  

 
 Affordable 
Housing 
 requirements 

door, side transfer to the WC and 
being able to reach bath taps. 
 

end wall. 
450mm end transfer space 
at other end of bath. 
 

 
 Windows 

 
15 Living room window glazing 
should begin at 800mm or lower 
and windows should be easy to 
open/ operate. People should be 
able to see out of the window 
whilst seated. Wheelchair users 
should be able to operate at least 
one window in each room 
 

 
There should be no 
obstruction to vision between 
800mm & 1500mm above 
floor level for at least part of 
the width of the opening.  
Window should be openable 
to a secure position for 
ventilation. If over work 
surfaces or sanitary fittings, 
opening winders are 
required 

 
 Kitchen windows 
should have remote 
openers, not 
positioned above 
hobs 

 
 Control of  
 services 

 
16 Switches, sockets, ventilation 
and service controls should be at 
a height usable by all (i. e. 
between 450 and 1200mm from 
the floor)  
This applies to all rooms including 
the kitchen and bathroom 

 
Wheelchair user should be 
able to reach/read heating 
controls, main stopcock, gas 
and electricity main controls, 
consumer units and meters.  
All fittings should have easily 
reachable stopcocks. 
Provide large plate switches 
at 900mm above floor level. 
Sockets at 800mm min from 
corner and 700mm min 
above floor level 
Radiator controls at 800mm 
above floor 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sockets 800mm 
above floor level 

 
 Space in 
 bedrooms 

 
Requirement under LHS is only 
for adequate space. 

 
Ensure adequate space to 
use bedrooms. 1.2 x 1.2 
activity space required 
between bed and wall to at 
least one side and 1m min 
on the other side.  
1.2 x 1.2 activity space 
required between foot of bed 
and any other furniture. 
 

 
Bedroom 1 to be  
5m x 4m  
 Bedroom 2 to be 
3.5m x3.5m. 
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