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FOR GENERAL RELEASE 
 
 
1. SUMMARY AND POLICY CONTEXT: 
 

1.1 Under the Council’s Petition Scheme if a petition contains more than 1,250 
signatures and is not petition requesting officer evidence, it will be debated by 
the Full Council. 

 
1.2 The e-petition has resulted in triggering a debate at the council meeting, 

having exceeded the threshold with a total of 4,961 signatures confirmed at 
the time of printing the report. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

2.1 That the petition is noted and referred to Policy, Resources & Growth 
Committee for consideration at its meeting on the 29th March 2018. 

 
3.  RELEVANT BACKGROUND INFORMATION / CHRONOLOGY OF KEY 

EVENTS: 
  

3.1 The Petition 
 
 We the undersigned petition Brighton & Hove City Council to open homeless 

night shelters all year round (365 days). 
 
 In the meantime, we urge the council to conform to central government 

directions on opening SWEP shelters (Severe Weather Emergency Protocol). 
We understand this government requirement is not being met, with 

approximately £90,000 left unspent from previous years of SWEP budget. 
 
 Lead Petitioner – John Hadman 
  
 Additional Information 
  

Why is this important? 
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Rough sleeping has almost doubled in the last year, but, the number of 
supported beds for homeless people has plummeted. There is also not enough 
affordable accommodation for people to move on to, making matters worse.  

 
As a result, despite the goal of no second night out, rough sleepers are waiting 
an average of 12 weeks before some form of accommodation is provided.  We 
therefore urge BHCC to fund resources to expand the amount of support 
accommodation available for homeless people all year round, not just when 
temperatures hit 0c and ensure that the existing budget available is spent. 

 
3.2 The options open to the council are: 
 

 To note the petition and take no action for reasons put forward in the 
debate; or  

 

 To refer the petition to the relevant Committee meeting; or  
 

 To refer the petition to the relevant Committee meeting with 
recommendations. 

 
4.  PROCEDURE: 
 
4.1 The petition will be debated at the Council meeting in accordance with the 

agreed protocol: 
  

(i) The Lead petitioner will be invited by the Mayor to present the petition and 
will have up to 3 minutes in which to outline the prayer of the petition and 
confirm the number of signatures; 

 
(ii) The Mayor will then open the matter up for debate by councillors for period 

of 15 minutes and will first call on the relevant Committee Chair to respond 
to the petition and move a proposed response.  The Mayor will then call on 
those councillors who have indicated a desire to speak in the matter, 
before calling on the relevant Committee Chair to respond to the debate; 

 
(iii) Any councillor may move an amendment or recommendation, having 

regard to the recommendation in 2.1 above and any such proposal will 
need to be formally seconded; 

 
(iv) After the 15 minutes set aside for the debate, the Mayor will then formally 

put:  
 
(v) (a) Any amendments in the order in which they are moved, and  

(b) The substantive recommendation(s) as amended (if amended). 
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